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Tejano continue to climb the American music
charts with one hit after another. The sound of
Tejano is the sound of a people. For those of
us in south Texas, Tejano is the tradition and
history of the people’s thoughts, feelings and
aspirations. Tejano is more than just the high
energy mix of Rock 'n Roll, Country, Jazz and
Rhythm & Blues, it is the music of our people
that helps move us and express our emotions.

This week, the city of San Antonio—known
as the Tejano capitol of the world—will be
host to the 19th Annual Tejano Music Awards.
The awards presentation will take place on
Saturday, March 20, 1999, at the Alamodome
in San Antonio and pay tribute to the best and
brightest in the Tejano music industry.

A testament to the success of Tejano music
and this annual awards show is the more than
40,000 people expected to attend the event
this year. The Annual Tejano Music Awards,
which began in 1980 with an enthusiastic
1,300 in attendance, is now one of our Na-
tion's premier and fastest growing musical
celebration.

Today, | offer up this resolution to com-
memorate the 19th Annual Tejano Music
Awards and the spirit and history behind the
music that will be celebrated and honored this
week in San Antonio.

TRIBUTE TO MR. ARTHUR
BOWERS, JR.

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 18, 1999

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to Mr. Arthur Bowers, Jr. In his hometown of
Florence, SC, he is very active in community
affairs and has made many kind and generous
contributions to the local community. He con-
tinually offers support to his neighbors, friends,
and family.

Mr. Bowers was born on December 2, 1918,
in Ellenton, SC. He is the son of the late Ar-
thur Bowers, Sr., and Mrs. Eldora Bowers
Phinizy. He has two siblings: the late Estella
Gantt and Isaiah Phinizy. On February 4,
1939, Mr. Bowers married the late Mary Cross
Bowers. They had six children: Gladys, Dillie,
Arthur, Jr., Loretta, Gloria, and Michael. In ad-
dition, Mr. Bowers has five grandchildren and
one great-grandchild.

In 1979, Mr. Bowers retired after working for
the railroad for over 37 years. He has been a
member of the New Ebenezer Baptist Church
for over 50 years where he still serves as
chairman of the Deacon Board. Mr. Bowers is
a member of various community organizations.
In particular, he is associated with the Brother-
hood of Sleeping Car Porters, the United
Transportation Union, Hiram Masonic Lodge
#13, and the Seaboard Fellowship Club. He
also serves as organizer and chairman of the
Carver and Cannon Streets Crime Watch, and
chairman of the Scouting Committee at New
Ebenezer Baptist Church.

Mr. Bowers is a remarkable citizen and a
wonderful asset to the State of South Caro-
lina. He follows a motto that provides insight
into his good character, “If | can help some-
body as | travel along life’s highway, then my
living shall not be in vain.”

TRIBUTE TO CAPT. JOSEPH W.
WARFIELD AND THE TEXAS
STATE PILOTS’ ASSOCIATION

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 18, 1999

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to Capt. Joe Warfield on his retire-
ment as president of the Texas State Pilots’
Association. The Texas State Pilots’ Associa-
tion is the professional organization that rep-
resents our State-licensed maritime pilots.
These professional mariners navigate ocean-
going ships safely to and from the many im-
portant commercial ports in Texas.

| am proud that our State’s largest port, the
Port of Houston, is in my district. The Port of
Houston is connected to the Gulf of Mexico by
the 53-mile Houston Shop Channel. The Port
of Houston is the busiest U.S. port in foreign
tonnage, second in domestic tonnage and the
world’s eighth busiest U.S. port overall. More
than 6,435 vessels navigate the Houston Ship
Channel annually. It is largely because of the
skill and viligance of professional state pilots
such as Captain Warfield, that our vital water-
borne commerce moves safely and efficiently
through our state waterways.

Captain Warfield, an active Houston Pilot,
served as president of the Texas State Pilots’
Association from 1994 to 1998. He had been
vice president of the association the previous
4 years. Captain Warfield is a graduate of
Texas A&M University and has over 20 years
of experience with the Houston Pilots. He has
held numerous leadership positions within his
pilotage association, including three years as
Presiding Officer. On the national level, Cap-
tain Warfield is active in the American Pilots’
Association. He was an APA Trustee for the
State of Texas from 1994 to 1998 and served
as a member of the APA’s Navigation and
Technology Committee for several years.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize the
distinguished service to the Port of Houston
and the State of Texas of Captain Joseph
Warfield for his leadership and professional
commitment to the safe dispatch of commerce
on our waterways. We will miss his leadership,
but we wish him well in his retirement.

INDIA’S COMMITMENT TO
RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 18, 1999

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, there
have been a number of news stories recently
about attacks on Christians in India. These at-
tacks are deplorable and should be con-
demned. But even as we condemn them, we
ought not to lose sight of the fact that the gov-
ernment of India has acted swiftly—in word
and in deed—to also condemn the attacks and
to take strong action against those who ap-
pear to be the perpetrators.

To date, there have been more than 200
people arrested in the two states, Gujarat and
Orissa, where the violence has occurred. Both
the two state governments and the central
government have deployed extra manpower,
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particularly police and investigation support
teams, into the regions. In Gujarat, where the
attacks have ruined property, the state govern-
ment has already authorized relief and com-
pensation payments for damaged property.

Not only has the government of India acted
against the alleged perpetrators, it has con-
demned them, publicly and repeatedly, in no
uncertain terms. Prime Minister Vajpayee and
President Narayanan, India’s head of govern-
ment and head of state respectively, have
spoken out against these crimes and those
who would commit them. The Prime Minister
even embarked on a one-day fast seeking a
renewal of communal harmony, and did so on
the January 30 anniversary date of the death
of Mahatma Gandhi, India’s revered leader,
thereby trying his government's policies to
Gandhi's ideals of non-violence and cultural
diversity.

It is right for the Prime Minister to link his
fast and the ideals of Gandhi. India is a di-
verse nation. Although it is predominantly a
Hindu nation, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Bud-
dhists and Jains freely practice their religions
and have for centuries. It is important to note
that these attacks, as heinous as they are,
have only occurred in two states, which is
home to only a small portion of India’s Chris-
tian community. The vast majority of Chris-
tians live in parts of India that have not seen
any signs of violence.

Mr. Speaker, let me close by noting that
these attacks, terrible as they are, remind us
that India itself remains a secular democracy,
committed to the principles of individual toler-
ance and religious diversity. Its government
has publicly demonstrated that commitment in
recent weeks. It is to be commended for it.

A TRIBUTE IN MEMORY OF
ROBERT H. HODGSON, JR.

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 18, 1999

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
remember a friend, Robert H. Hodgson, Jr.,
whose mortal remains will be laid to rest in the
columbarium of his home parish, St. Paul's
Episcopal Church, on K Street in the District of
Columbia, this Saturday.

Rob was a native Washingtonian who was
educated at the Campus School of Catholic
University and Gonzaga College High School.
Rob also earned a BA at Rice University. He
died in his sleep on February 18.

Rob was passionately political and politically
compassionate. He thrived in the turbulent
seas of D.C., Anglican, and Gay and Lesbian
politics. He worked with numerous District offi-
cials, including Council Chairwoman Linda
Cropp, Councilman Harold Brazil, and Council-
man James Graham; he served as treasurer
of the Gertrude Stein Democratic Club, was a
vocal board member of Episcopal Caring Re-
sponse to AIDS, and an active volunteer in his
parish’s AIDS and homeless ministries.

Those who knew Rob will remember his
fondness for gossip. Rob always had the “in-
side scoop,” not only on the D.C. Council and
the D.C. Democratic State Committee, but on
numerous vestries within the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Washington. Rob often used his skills
as a raconteur to enliven a dull reception with
the latest “dish.”
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